
The GreenSpace at 

Macy Intermediate 

Well into Spring and after the 

harvesting of the majority of our 

other crops, students are looking 

forward to the next harvest.  

 

Students have sown by seed and 

transplanted: Corn, peas, varieties 

of peppers, tomatoes, long beans, 

soy beans, watermelon, cantaloupe, 

squash, kale, and eggplant. 

 

You can still find some of our  

previous crops in the garden that 

are going to seed so that we can 

build our seed bank for next year! 

 

 

What’s New! 

The first Earth Day was held in 

1970, in part as a reaction to a 

damaging oil spill off Santa  

Barbara, CA in 1969. 

 

“Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare 

political alignment, enlisting sup-

port from Republicans and 

Democrats, rich and poor, city 

slickers and farmers, tycoons and 

labor leaders. “ 

- From Earthday.org 
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Students are proud to care for the seedlings they started. 



On Friday March 28th, the After-School 

Garden Club hosted all of the after-school 

students, volunteer students, and parent  

volunteers in a community project to help 

build seven new Bag Gardens as described in 

our second newsletter. 

greens are also edible and can be substituted 

in most recipes that call for greens. 

 

Working in teams, the students created  

additional planters and transplanted some of 

our volunteer plants. Principal Arregui and 

Vice-Principal Zavala also came out to  

support the project.  The event was headed 

by Ms. Cynthia De La Luz to give students 

an idea of what a day is like in the garden. 

  

Going Green! 

 

Students had to familiarize 

themselves quickly with best 

practices and trial by doing. 

Interacting with the tools and 

each other was crucial to the 

project’s success. 

Students pulled together to try 

different modes of shaping and 

cutting the materials to make 

planters that benefit the school 

as a whole. 

  The project was nestled in the 

history of Kenyan Bag Garden-

ing, sustainability and inventive 

ways of recycling and reusing.  

Overall, the day was a great 

success! 

Learning Based in Projects 

Our Friday Fun Fest was an  

excellent example of students 

collaborating together to reach a 

common goal and objective.  

Students were entrusted with 

tools they were unfamiliar with: 

trowels, wire cutters, measuring 

tape, burlap sacks, chicken wire, 

soil, rocks, and plastic bottles to 

create something they may have 

never imagined making before.  

Volunteer Plant (noun.) 

Plants from previous 

crops that have 

germinated and are 

growing in the garden. 

(Frequently seeded 

plants from previous 

seasons) 
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Clockwise from left: Parent Volunteers and their students. Mr. Esteban’s finished bag. Garden-

Club and tutors acted as ambassadors to help groups. Ms. Stephanie’s completed bag. 

Students planting into the bag garden. (Above) Using wire cutters to form 

the column (Above, Right) Students working together to water transplants. 

(Right) Carrying soil to another group (Far right)  



GreenSpace makes it’s Farmer’s Market Debut 

 

   The GreenSpace was  

graciously welcomed to 

participate in a Farmer’s 

Market held at Bell Gardens on 

March 29, 2014.  This marks 

the first time that many of our 

students have dealt with cash 

handling, marketing, and sales.  

  The 4-H Garden Club and 

CEC’s Afterschool Garden 

Club worked together to raise 

funds by selling produce from 

the garden, baked goods, and 

other items. 

   The students well surpassed 

their goal to raise at least sixty 

dollars, while  

awareness to the great things 

we are doing at the  

GreenSpace. 

  A BIG 

THANK YOU 

TO ALL OF 

OUR  

SUPPORTERS! 
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Clockwise from top: Macy 

GreenSpace students and 

leadership enjoying the day. 

Students working diligently 

under the shade. 

A well deserved fist bump 

from Principal Arregui 

acknowledging the work the 

students are doing.  David 

posing with the red leaf 

romaine lettuce.  The  

garden crew warmly offering 

Superintendent of  

Education, Susana  

Contreras Smith a head of 

lettuce. 

Overheard in the Garden: 

“This is the best garden 

I’ve ever seen up front, in 

real life.” 

 



Four years ago, after several portable classrooms were demolished, 

the vision to build a garden at Macy Intermediate took its first 

steps.  With the support of Montebello Unified, the input of stu-

dents, parents, staff and volunteers, the Macy school community 

pulled together to accomplish this great vision. 

 

Designed by ‘Extreme Makeover: Home Edition’s” Eduardo Xol, 

and maintained by California Educational Centers After School 

Program and 4-H Club students, the garden serves as a productive 

space where students can study, listen to music, or perform other 

enriching activities. 

2101 Lupine Ave. 

Monterey Park, CA  91755 

We are a community of  lifelong 

learners. 

 Culture and the Garden 

Mothers Day Crafts 

Partner Planting 

Upcoming in the Next Issue 

Questions? Email CEC Program Director: 

mbayaua@cectutoring.com 

“A Gardening and Productive Space.” 

 

The GreenSpace at Macy 

Intermediate 


